ANSWERS  TO   QUESTIONS                                      331

did not make mention of the Englishmen's move. And then too
I would have been obliged to be very cautious, for the simple
reason that, whilst I am a delegate to the Conference, I do not
want to engage in newspaper propaganda. I have avoided it
as much as possible. I say my say at the Round Table Conference.
If you cannot afford to say anything about the English Combine
with the other Minorities, or if you approve of that combine, I
can have nothing to say, and I cannot expect you to express any
opinion save that of approval of the combine, if an opinion had to
be expressed. I wonder if I have made my position quite clear,

TOUTS sincerely,

SIR HENRY LAWRENCE
BOARS HILLS
OXFORD

From a photostat: S N. 18332

220.    ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS*

LONDON,
{November 22, 1931]

Q,.    Is the Conference certainly doomed to failure?

A. It is ungrateful to say so. But I see very little warrant for
success.

Q,. Don't you think the Government having allowed the discussion will
now do something ? Will the change in the Government make any difference ?

A. I expected them to do certainly better, but I do not know
that they have made up their minds to transfer power. As regards
the two parties, I think for India it is 'six of the one and half a dozen
of the other5. In fact, I am rather glad that I have to do with
an overwhelmingly large Conservative majority. For I do not
want to steal anything from here. I want something large and good
which poor people can easily see and understand and so it is best
that I have to fight a strong party and win what I want from a
strong party. What I want is a lasting thing. I do not want to
dissolve the tie, but to transform it. The relationship between India

1 Extracted from Mahadev Desai's "London Letter". Desai says the
questions were put *'by the son of a prominent public man*'. On Novem-
ber 25 The Hindustan Times earned a brief report of an interview Gandhiji
gave to Randolph Churchill. On November 22 Churchill was acting on be-
half of the Hearst Press.